BELLEVILLE

updates

SEPTEMBER 2020
Subscribe to BELLEVILLE updates newsletter by sending your name
and email address to: communications@belleville.ca

WELCOME

There are many things happening in the City of Belleville and we
continue to find ways to share this information with our
community. We believe this newsletter may help to provide you
with additional ongoing information. Welcome to the September
edition of Belleville Updates!

WHERE TO LOOK FOR COVID-19 UPDATES

As the COVID-19 pandemic evolves, the City of Belleville continues
to take action to ensure that the safety of our residents is at the
forefront. We would like to reiterate to our residents that these are
preventative measures. Efforts like these are being taken across the
Province and the more we can do to reduce potential exposure, the
better. We continue to follow the lead of our local health officials and
our governments to ensure we are doing all that we can to protect
our community. For up-to-date information on the goverments’
response to COVID-19, please visit the federal and provincial
governments’ websites. For ongoing COVID-19 updates in our
community and ways to best protect you and your family, please
visit Hastings Prince Edward Public Health’s website. Hastings Prince
Edward Public Health continues to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic
locally and beyond. For information on testing, ways to protect yourself, local cases and more, please visit their 2019 Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19) page. They have an online dashboard to provide residents
with case-specific details as they track them. Every effort is being
made to update the list Monday through Friday by 11 a.m.
For impacts to City of Belleville services, visit our COVID-19 information page at: https://www.belleville.ca/en/city-of-belleville-covid19-information.aspx

Moving Cautiously Forward

The City is following the Ontario Government’s direction and with
these guidelines has been able to ease some of the COVID-19
restrictions which were in place. We are now in Stage 3 of the
government’s recovery plan and within that we have been able to
carefully enjoy additional businesses and services reopening
following required safety protocols.
Belleville City Hall reopened to the public on June 22 and continues
to operate with limited hours for a period of time. A number of safety
precautions are in place for the protection of visitors and staff alike.
City Hall is open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and residents are asked to
make an appointment ahead of time. Department-specific contact
information is available on the City’s website. At this time, we ask
that only those with in-person business to conduct visit City Hall.
With the limited opening of City Hall, Corporate Services (City Clerk’s
office) will be providing the following by appointment services:
• Issuing of Marriage Licences
• Document Commissioning
• Licencing Services (Business/Taxi/Lottery Licences)
Individuals wishing to make an appointment for any of these services or for general information related to services provided by the
Corporate Services (City Clerk’s) Office department are asked to call
613-967-3228 or 613-968-6481.
Those who feel unwell should remain at home and contact City Hall
by phone, email or through online services.

S H O P L O C A L LY
O u r l o c a l b u s i n e s s o w n e r s c o n t i n u e t o w o r k d i l i g e n t l y, a d a p t i n g a n d i m p l e m e n t i n g
c h a n g e s t o p r o t e c t t h e h e a l t h o f t h e i r c u s t o m e r s a n d s t a f f. N o w, m o r e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e ,
they need our support. We have a very diverse business community offering exceptional
quality and service. So please, when you’re looking to shop, check locally first.
Let’s show our neighbours and friends the value we place
on the services they provide our community.
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Temporary Closure of Memory Lane Trail

Residents are advised that access to the Memory Lane Trail in South
Foster Park is closed to the public. Trail hazards were identified
following an inspection and the issue is being addressed. The trail will
remain closed until work is completed. Thank you for your patience
and understanding.

Transit Updates

Belleville Transit returns to front door boarding and fare
collection on October 1.
Passengers are reminded that cash fares are coin only,
monthly passes are $65 for everyone, BTAP mobile pay is
ready for download and tickets are accepted.
Belleville City Council approved a single price monthly Belleville
Transit pass which now enables fare media vendors (Shoppers
Drug Mart, Giant Tiger, convenience stores, etc.) to sell monthly
passes.
In addition to improving in-store sales, Belleville Transit introduced their new mobile pay app, BTAP. The app allows riders
to purchase single ride and monthly passes from their mobile
device with ease. Riders can download the free app in the App
Store or Google Play, set up their account and begin loading
their passes. More information is available on the Belleville
Transit webpage.

Donate Spruce Trees for Holiday Displays

As part of its annual Festival of Lights program and seasonal celebrations, the City will remove select trees from local private properties
to place and light in strategic locations throughout the City during
the upcoming holiday season. Residents or businesses that presently
have a 24’ (7.4 meters) or higher spruce tree on their property they
would like to donate, may contact the City of Belleville Parks and
Open Spaces department at 613-967-0036 before Friday, October 2,
2020 at 4:30 p.m. or submit the information online at: forms.
belleville.ca/Report-an-Issue In the Issue you are reporting section,
check Other Tree Issue and place further details in the box below.
City staff will inspect the tree, and if deemed suitable for the
seasonal tree program, will arrange for its removal at no cost to the
land owner. These trees will be installed at various public locations
around the City of Belleville. Tree removal equipment will be
required to access the donated tree so trees on a side street or in the
side yard are usually the most suitable for this purpose. After the
holiday season, these donated trees will be chipped and used as
mulch in the City’s ongoing park program.
For more information on donating spruce trees, please contact Parks
and Open Spaces at 613-967-0036 or online before Friday, October 2,
2020 at 4:30 p.m.

Draft Official Plan Online Now

The City of Belleville is currently undertaking an Official Plan
Update as required by the Planning Act. A draft version of the
Official Plan is now available online for public review and comment:
www.belleville.ca/OPReview
The Official Plan is the City’s key land use document. It sets out
the goals and objectives for the City of Belleville as a whole.
Its purpose is to inform the public of the City’s general land use
planning goals, objectives and policies in both the short and
long term, and ensures that growth of the City meets the long
term needs of the community.
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New Discover Belleville Website

The City of Belleville and Visitors Services at the Log Cabin have
launched a new site to provide visitors and residents with
information on the city and its attractions.
Discoverbelleville.ca will include all of the content presented in the
annual Discover Belleville Guide, as well as up-to-date information
on what to do, see and eat in the city as well as accommodation
options.
The site was created in partnership between the City of Belleville and
the Belleville Chamber of Commerce. The city maintains
responsibility for tourism product development and contracts Bay of
Quinte Regional Marketing Board to market the region. The
Chamber’s Log Cabin welcomes people once they are here and
promotes the many wonderful things to do in Belleville, whether
someone is staying for a day or a lifetime.
Discoverbelleville.ca is a larger site which replaces visitbelleville.ca.
This new focus on information aimed at residents as well as visitors is
well-timed, given the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
renewed emphasis on staycations.
In addition to the site, @discoverbelleville continues to gain
attention through Facebook and Instagram. You can like their page
“Discover Belleville” on Facebook or follow @discoverbelleville on
Instagram to keep up with what’s happening in the area and get
inspired to explore the city.

City Partners with Elexicon Group on CHP
Program at Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre

Seeking Sponsors for Belleville Festival of Lights
As the holiday season quickly approaches, the Lighting Display and
Gateway Signage Committee is now seeking donations from
organizations, groups, clubs, industries and private citizens for
the 2020 Festival of Lights.

What started as a small, loving tribute to Billy Foster and Art “Sonny”
Culloden whose lives were taken in a tragic car accident on Christmas
Eve in 1958, has grown into an annual community tradition that sees
thousands of visitors each year.
While this year’s festivities will look a little different than previous
years, the Festival of Lights will return for its 61st season from
November 20 to January 4, 2021. Residents will have the opportunity
to enjoy the lighting displays from the comfort of their vehicles as the
event pivots to a “holiday drive-through experience”.
In an effort to reduce the risk of large gatherings, lighting displays will
be featured in several different parks along the waterfront including
Victoria Park, Jane Forrester Park, South Foster Park/Memory Lane
and Rotary Fitness Park. Visitors will be able to travel through each
of the displays by car. More information on the Festival of Lights is
available at Belleville.ca/FestivalofLights.
The Festival of Lights display relies on the generosity of donors to
maintain this beloved community treasure. Funds raised go towards
refurbishing existing displays, replacing bulbs and/or purchasing new
displays.
Those interested in donating to a specific display or the event as a
whole can now do so online.

The City of Belleville has partnered with Elexicon Group to host three
on-site generators, which will provide electrical power to the CAA
Arena, gymnasium and Templeman Aquatic Centre.
The CHP units generate electricity and produce hot water from the
waste heat from gas-powered microturbines that operate on-site.
The electricity generated from the unit will be sold to the City for use
at the Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre through a Power Purchase
Agreement with Elexicon Corporation. The hot water produced by
the units will then be used to heat the facility’s swimming pools and
domestic hot water system.

Work In Belleville Program Still Working

If you’re an employer needing staff to help during this difficult time,
please contact the Economic Development office of the City of
Belleville to obtain resumes that may help you fill your labour needs.
If you’re a resident in need of work, please send your resume to the
Economic Development office. All emails should be sent to ecdev@
belleville.ca – for more information on the program, please call 613967-3238.
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Staff Harvest Edible Arrangements

Our edible arrangement displays are grown to support our local food
banks each year. Those seeking support are encouraged to contact
our food banks directly:
• Gleaners Belleville
• Community Development Council of Quinte
• The Salvation Army Belleville Community & Family Services
and Thrift Store

Dedication Ceremony to Honour Selma Bochnek

On September 25 Mayor Panciuk, Council, dignitaries, staff, friends and
members of the community gathered to celebrate former Councillor
and community volunteer, Selma Bochnek.
Selma has been a dedicated community volunteer since 1965 and was
a City of Belleville Councillor for 25 years. As a community volunteer,
she demonstrated extraordinary commitment to establishing the
Christmas Sharing Program, Volunteer and Information Quinte, and
Quinte Destination for Youth Organization.
She has volunteered with the Belleville General Hospital Auxiliary and
the Quinte Health Care Board for five decades, and continues to give
so much to her community.
The splash pad located at Parkdale Park has been named the Selma
Bochnek Splash Pad and a plaque has been installed in honour of this
remarkable individual.

New Volleyball Nets

Brand new volleyball nets are being installed at West Zwick’s Park
right along the path and beautiful Bay of Quinte. Stay tuned for the
project completion date and more on use parameters.

QSWC Gradually Reopening Facilities

The Quinte Sports and Wellness Centre has cautiously reopened its
doors with the opening ot the Wally Dever and Family Dental Centre
arenas, in addition to the Templeman Aquatic Centre. Residents are
asked to follow the new proceedures that have been implemented
for community safety purposes. Further details available at:
quintesportsandwellnesscentre.ca

Leaf and Yard Waste Curbside Collection

The fall leaf and yard waste curbside collection schedule is now
available online. Residents are reminded to have items to the curb by 7
a.m. on their designated pick-up dates. Learn more:
http://bit.ly/BellevilleYardWaste

Belleville Fire conducted
Barn and Farm Safety Blitz
Education materials were hand-delivered to mailboxes that have farm
and barn occupancies. Recipients were asked to review the material
and take action to prevent a fire in their barn or on their farm.

